PLATE XLVIII
THE ARCH OF BENEVENTUM

i, 2. ARCH OF TRAJAN AT BENEVENTUM. The
activity of Trajan is summarized in the symbolical reliefs which
adorn the arch, voted to him by the Roman Senate in 114 but
completed in the first years of Hadrian, The sculptural orna-
ments of the arch represent, therefore, both a summary of
Trajan's activity and the policy of Hadrian, who appears twice
in the reliefs as Trajan's associate and heir to his power. The
main motive of the symbolism of the arch is to glorify peace
and prosperity established by the great military activity of
Trajan and maintained and promoted by Hadrian. The inner
front of the arch, turned towards the city of Beneventum and
therefore towards Rome, is devoted to the city of Rome. It
depicts the triumphal reception of the emperor by all classes
of the population of Rome and Italy: the gods and the city
of Rome, the senatorial, equestrian, and municipal aristocracy,
the cives Romani, the business men of the Forum Boarium and
the veterans of the praetorian guard and of the legions. The
outer front depicts the victories of Trajan over Mesopotamia,
Parthia, and the North, the honesta missio given to the veterans
and the peace and prosperity established by Trajan throughout
the Empire, a peace and prosperity based on agriculture, which
creates A bundantia, and on the success of the policy of repopula-
tion symbolized by the children. The figures in the background
are the Roman provinces. The two bas-reliefs inside the arch
relate to the city of Beneventum : one shows the institution of
alimenta and the other the emperor sacrificing in the city.
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